REFORMATION SUNDAY
October 25, 2020
11:00 a.m.
To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest;
To all who mourn and long for comfort;
To all who struggle and desire victory;
To all who sin and need a Savior;
To all who are strangers and want fellowship;
To all who hunger and thirst for righteousness;
And to whoever will come –
This church opens wide her doors
And offers her welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
INSTRUMENTAL INTROIT
RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 20:5, Isaiah 12:6

Leader: Let us shout for joy over your salvation.
All: Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One
of Israel.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF ADORATION AND INVOCATION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Adapted from Theodore Beza, 1561

Leader: Lord God, Father, Eternal and Almighty, we confess before your holy majesty, that we
are poor sinners, born in corruption, inclined to evil, incapable of ourselves to do good.
All: We transgress every day, and in many ways, your holy commandments and are
therefore worthy of your judgment and condemnation.
Leader: But, Lord, truly grieved by our sins, we turn humbly to your grace, and beg you to
relieve our misery.
All: Have pity on us, most glorious God, Father of mercy, and pardon our offences for
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Colossians 1:13-14
He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his
beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE IN SONG (V. 1-2)
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HERR JESU CHRIST

OLD TESTAMENT READING
Jeremiah 41:1-18, page 668

Gedaliah Murdered
41 In the seventh month, Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, son of Elishama, of the royal family,
one of the chief officers of the king, came with ten men to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam,
at Mizpah. As they ate bread together there at Mizpah, 2 Ishmael the son of Nethaniah and the
ten men with him rose up and struck down Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, son of Shaphan, with
the sword, and killed him, whom the king of Babylon had appointed governor in the
land. 3 Ishmael also struck down all the Judeans who were with Gedaliah at Mizpah, and the
Chaldean soldiers who happened to be there.
4

On the day after the murder of Gedaliah, before anyone knew of it, 5 eighty men arrived

from Shechem and Shiloh and Samaria, with their beards shaved and their clothes torn, and their
bodies gashed, bringing grain offerings and incense to present at the temple of the LORD. 6 And
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah came out from Mizpah to meet them, weeping as he came. As he
met them, he said to them, “Come in to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam.” 7 When they came into
the city, Ishmael the son of Nethaniah and the men with him slaughtered them and cast them
into a cistern. 8 But there were ten men among them who said to Ishmael, “Do not put us to
death, for we have stores of wheat, barley, oil, and honey hidden in the fields.” So he refrained
and did not put them to death with their companions.
9

Now the cistern into which Ishmael had thrown all the bodies of the men whom he had struck

down along with[a] Gedaliah was the large cistern that King Asa had made for defense
against Baasha king of Israel; Ishmael the son of Nethaniah filled it with the slain. 10 Then
Ishmael took captive all the rest of the people who were in Mizpah, the king's daughters and all
the people who were left at Mizpah, whom Nebuzaradan, the captain of the guard, had
committed to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam. Ishmael the son of Nethaniah took them captive and
set out to cross over to the Ammonites.
11

But when Johanan the son of Kareah and all the leaders of the forces with him heard of all the

evil that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had done, 12 they took all their men and went to fight
against Ishmael the son of Nethaniah. They came upon him at the great pool that is
in Gibeon. 13 And when all the people who were with Ishmael saw Johanan the son of Kareah
and all the leaders of the forces with him, they rejoiced. 14 So all the people whom Ishmael had
carried away captive from Mizpah turned around and came back, and went to Johanan the son

of Kareah. 15 But Ishmael the son of Nethaniah escaped from Johanan with eight men, and went
to the Ammonites. 16 Then Johanan the son of Kareah and all the leaders of the forces with him
took from Mizpah all the rest of the people whom he had recovered from Ishmael the son of
Nethaniah, after he had struck down Gedaliah the son of Ahikam—soldiers, women, children,
and eunuchs, whom Johanan brought back from Gibeon. 17 And they went and stayed at
Geruth Chimham near Bethlehem, intending to go to Egypt 18 because of the Chaldeans. For
they were afraid of them, because Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had struck down Gedaliah the
son of Ahikam, whom the king of Babylon had made governor over the land.

THE CONFESSION OF FAITH: The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and
invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before all
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father; by whom all things were made; who for us and for our salvation came
down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and the third day
he rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father; and he shall come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead;
whose kingdom shall have no end.
And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; who spoke by the
prophets; and we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church; we acknowledge one
baptism for the remission of sins; and we look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

THE GLORIA PATRI

Trinity Hymnal No. 734

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen, Amen.
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Charles Meineke

THE PRAYER FOR CHURCH AND WORLD

* PSALM OF PREPARATION

My Soul Finds Rest in God Alone
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RESIGNATION

ARP Psalter 62A

THE PREACHED WORD OF GOD

Dr. Mantle Nance

“Sola Fide”
Galatians 3:1-9, ESV 973
3 O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before your eyes that Jesus Christ was
publicly portrayed as crucified. 2 Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of
the law or by hearing with faith? 3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now
being perfected by[a] the flesh? 4 Did you suffer[b] so many things in vain—if indeed it was in
vain? 5 Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you do so by works of
the law, or by hearing with faith— 6 just as Abraham “believed God, and it was counted to him
as righteousness”?
7

Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. 8 And the Scripture,
foreseeing that God would justify[c] the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to
Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” 9 So then, those who are of faith are
blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.
* HYMN OF RESPONSE
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* BENEDICTION

* DOXOLOGY
Trinity Hymnal No. 731
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here below:
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: Amen
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TITHES AND OFFERINGS
At this time, we do not plan to collect the offering by passing the plate. These are available in
the back of the sanctuary. Online or mail-in giving are still encouraged, but you can
drop a check in the plate if that is more convenient.
ONLINE: http://www.ballantynepres.com/giving/
MAIL: Please mail tithe checks (no cash) to the treasurer’s address. She will immediately
deposit to the church’s account and forward the Wells Fargo e-mail confirmation to you:
Marilyn Spencer - BPC Treasurer
3020 Shaker Drive
Charlotte, NC 28210
THIS WEEK
Tuesday Night 7 p.m. Women’s Prayer Meeting **IN PERSON** and via ZOOM
Phoebe Pritchett leads with a prayer in the Bible and then we spend an extended time of prayer
together. We will be meeting in person at the church, as well as having Zoom set up. Contact
Phoebe Pritchett with any questions: Phoebe@ballantynepres.com or 770.823.2508.
Wednesday Night 6:30 p.m. ZOOM Congregational Prayer Meeting
Dr. Nance leads with a devotional and then we will pray together on a ZOOM call hosted by
Michael Moon. ** The ZOOM meeting password is the same as the Prayer List
password** https://zoom.us/j/97617806601
Thursday Night 6 p.m. ZOOM Youth Group
Josh Duemler leads our Youth Group using ZOOM. Our current series is called "Who is
Jesus?", where we are looking at the book of Mark, as we seek to discover how Mark answers
this question and grow in our faith and knowledge of Jesus. https://zoom.us/j/95777569226
Friday Morning 7 a.m. Men’s Bible Study **IN PERSON** and via Zoom
Keith Kowadlo leads Men's Bible Study, which meets at church at 7 a.m., in person, while
simultaneously broadcasting live via Zoom - https://zoom.us/j/93124082779
SAVE THE DATES
Nov. 1 Daylight Savings Time Ends
Nov. 8 Deacons’ Benevolence Fund Offering
CHURCH FINANCIAL UPDATE
9/30/20 YTD
Income
Expenses
Net Income/ (Deficit)

Actual
$246,343
$240,323
$6,020

Budget
$254,400
$254,400
$0

Variance
($8,057)
($14,077)
$6,020

BALLANTYNE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH’S MISSION
IS TO DECLARE GOD’S GLORY TO BALLANTYNE,
SOUTH CHARLOTTE, AND BEYOND.

